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WATERVILLE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
WATERVILLE, MAINE 
November 29, 2020 

9:30 a.m.  

 

Seeking to walk in the Way of Jesus, we are an Open and Affirming 

church, faithfully using who we are and what we have to serve those on 
the margins of our community.  No matter who you are or where you are 
on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

                                     
 
Words of Greeting and Announcements 
 

Prelude            O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                   arr Cindy Berry        
        David Dean – Piano 

 

Call to Worship (responsively)                    Liturgist: Regina Oliver 

Selections from To Hope (1815), by John Keats 
 
When by my solitary hearth I sit, 
When no fair dreams before my ‘mind’s eye’ flit, 

And the bare heath of life presents no bloom; 
Sweet Hope, ethereal balm upon me shed, 
And wave thy silver pinions o’er my head. 

 
Whene’er the fate of those I hold most dear 
Tells to my fearful breast a tale of sorrow, 

O bright-eyed Hope, my morbid fancy cheer; 
Let me awhile thy sweetest comforts borrow: 
Thy heaven-born radiance around me shed, 
And wave thy silver pinions o’er my head! 

 
And as, in sparkling majesty, a star 

Gilds the bright summit of some gloomy cloud; 
Brightening the half veil’d face of heaven afar: 
So, when dark thoughts my boding spirit shroud, 
Sweet Hope, celestial influence round me shed, 
Waving thy silver pinions o’er my head. 
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Opening Hymn          Watcher, Tell Us of The Night      Insert 

          
Prayer of Invocation   (unison)  Based on a prayer by Katherine HawkerSelf 

In a world bent on cruelty and injustice, the call to hope is a call, not 
to denial, but to resistance. 

Hope is seeing clearly without shrinking. 
Hope is seeing the thorn while knowing the blossom. 
Hope is seeing the fiery ashes and awaiting the phoenix. 

Hope is seeing the lions’ teeth and trusting in God’s deliverance. 

Hope in Christ and he will show us the Way. 

Amen. 

 
Song of Praise  
 

 

 
Lighting of the Advent Candle of Hope 
   Reader(s): Lora & Pete Downing 

 
Emily Dickinson wrote: “Hope is the thing with feathers that perches 
in the soul.” We need Hope to make a permanent home in our soul 
now more than ever. We must remember what the psalmist says: “I 
put my hope in You all day long.”  All day long! As things in the world 
worry and frighten us, we must have hope.  

 
 We have hope in the Holy Spirit’s constant presence. It reminds us 

that we are never alone. Hope drives us in our service to those on the 
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margins of our community; hope in a world that can more closely 
mirror God’s  kin-dom through that service.   

 

 When we light the candle of Hope, we embrace God’s presence among 
us, yesterday and today and always. 

 
 People:  We will take our hope and turn it into action, aiming to 

build God’s kin-dom on Earth, continuing to put our hope in God 
all day long! 

 
 
Storytime      The Mitten                   written and illustrated by Jan Brett 
 
PRAYERS  
 

Pastoral Prayer 

Prayers from our Prayer Book  

Prayers of the People  

Silent Prayers  

Prayer of our Savior (say the one that is in your heart)  

A Traditional Version  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and 
the power and the glory forever. Amen 

 

A Contemporary Version  

Our Creator in heaven, holy is your name. Your kingdom come. Your 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. Do not lead us into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 
forever. Amen. 
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Musical Interlude:            Winter     Tori Amos (abridged)  
 
Dedication of Offerings 

 
Scripture Lesson:  Daniel 6: 6-27 

6 So the presidents and satraps conspired and came to the king and said 

to him, “O King Darius, live forever! 7 All the presidents of the kingdom, 
the prefects and the satraps, the counselors and the governors are agreed 
that the king should establish an ordinance and enforce an interdict, that 
whoever prays to anyone, divine or human, for thirty days, except to you, 
O king, shall be thrown into a den of lions. 8 Now, O king, establish the 
interdict and sign the document, so that it cannot be changed, according 

to the law of the Medes and the Persians, which cannot be 
revoked.” 9 Therefore King Darius signed the document and interdict.  
 
10 Although Daniel knew that the document had been signed, he 
continued to go to his house, which had windows in its upper room open 
toward Jerusalem, and to get down on his knees three times a day to pray 

to his God and praise him, just as he had done previously. 11 The 
conspirators came and found Daniel praying and seeking mercy before his 
God. 12 Then they approached the king and said concerning the interdict, 
“O king! Did you not sign an interdict that anyone who prays to anyone, 
divine or human, within thirty days except to you, O king, shall be thrown 
into a den of lions?” The king answered, “The thing stands fast, according 

to the law of the Medes and Persians, which cannot be revoked.” 13 Then 
they responded to the king, “Daniel, one of the exiles from Judah, pays no 
attention to you, O king, or to the interdict you have signed, but he is 
saying his prayers three times a day.” 
 
14 When the king heard the charge, he was very much distressed. He was 

determined to save Daniel, and until the sun went down he made every 
effort to rescue him. 15 Then the conspirators came to the king and said 
to him, “Know, O king, that it is a law of the Medes and Persians that no 
interdict or ordinance that the king establishes can be changed.” 
 
16 Then the king gave the command, and Daniel was brought and thrown 

into the den of lions. The king said to Daniel, “May your God, whom you 
faithfully serve, deliver you!” 17 A stone was brought and laid on the 
mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with his own signet and with the 
signet of his lords, so that nothing might be changed concerning 
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Daniel. 18 Then the king went to his palace and spent the night fasting; 
no food was brought to him, and sleep fled from him. 
 

19 Then, at break of day, the king got up and hurried to the den of 
lions. 20 When he came near the den where Daniel was, he cried out 
anxiously to Daniel, “O Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God 
whom you faithfully serve been able to deliver you from the 
lions?” 21 Daniel then said to the king, “O king, live forever! 22 My God 
sent his angel and shut the lions’ mouths so that they would not hurt me, 

because I was found blameless before him; and also before you, O king, I 
have done no wrong.” 23 Then the king was exceedingly glad and 
commanded that Daniel be taken up out of the den. So Daniel was taken 
up out of the den, and no kind of harm was found on him, because he 
had trusted in his God. 24 The king gave a command, and those who had 
accused Daniel were brought and thrown into the den of lions—they, their 

children, and their wives. Before they reached the bottom of the den the 
lions overpowered them and broke all their bones in pieces. 

25 Then King Darius wrote to all peoples and nations of every language 
throughout the whole world: “May you have abundant prosperity! 26 I 
make a decree, that in all my royal dominion people should tremble and 
fear before the God of Daniel: 

For he is the living God, 
    enduring forever. 
His kingdom shall never be destroyed, 
    and his dominion has no end. 
27 He delivers and rescues, 
    he works signs and wonders in heaven and on earth; 

for he has saved Daniel 
  from the power of the lions.” 
 

Message:              The Thing With Feathers         Sarah Mills 
            
Closing Hymn         O How Shall I Receive You           Insert 
    
Benediction 
 
Postlude           Christmas Time Is Here    Vince Guaraldi       
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Advent Season has begun! 

We are currently looking for volunteers to light candles during the advent 

season! If you are interested please email Sarah at millss207@gmail.com! 

We would also like to encourage everybody in the congregation to make 

their own at-home advent wreathes  so that you can light candles along 

with us in the sanctuary! Keep your eyes on our Facebook and Instagram 

pages for ideas of how to do this! 

 

Altar flowers for Advent and Christmas 

If you would like to donate poinsettias or other arrangements for the altar 

during the Advent and Christmas season please contact Nancy at 

watervilleucc@gmail.com or 872-8976 Wednesday – Friday 8 am to 1 p.m., 

and we can make arrangements when you can drop them off at the 

church.   We will list them in the bulletin for memorials, celebrations etc.     

 

New Book Upcoming for the Waterville UCC Page Turners Book 

Group!: 

The Waterville UCC Page Turners, our Thursday evening book group, have 

chosen a new book to accompany us through the advent season! We will 

be reading Amy-Jill Levine’s The Light of the World: A Beginner’s Guide to 

Advent. Our first meeting will discuss the Introduction and Chapter 

One! Join us on Facebook and stay tuned for Zoom links! 

 

Called to Share a Message? 

The Narrative Lectionary calendar of readings can be found by clicking 

here!   Does one of the upcoming readings speak to you? If you are 

interested in offering the message on that day, please email Sarah 

(millss207@gmail.com) at least two weeks before the date of the reading 

and she will be happy to arrange for you to give that week’s 

mailto:millss207@gmail.com
mailto:watervilleucc@gmail.com
https://www.abingdonpress.com/product/9781501884351/
https://www.abingdonpress.com/product/9781501884351/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1693387770953431
https://www.workingpreacher.org/content/narrative_lectionary_luke_2020-21.pdf?rev=1
https://www.workingpreacher.org/content/narrative_lectionary_luke_2020-21.pdf?rev=1
mailto:millss207@gmail.com
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message!  This can also be done in-person or via Zoom and you do not 

need to worry about arranging anything other than what you would like to 

say during the message!  Sarah looks forward to hearing from you! 

 

 

Join us on Zoom 9:30 a.m. for Sunday Morning worship by clicking 

this link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/360970974?pwd=OFU2aHJyWWgxdncyL3d5

aFNjVnlDUT09 

Or by going to Zoom.us and entering the Meeting ID 360 970 974 and 

Password 835873. 

And you can always call in: 1 929 205 6099 US 

And enter the Meeting ID: 360 970 974 and Password 835873. 

We’re on YouTube! 

Did you know we have a YouTube channel?!  We post our weekly 
children’s videos on there and will now be posting the recordings of our 
worship services as well!  Follow this link, subscribe to the channel, or 
bookmark the page, and check in every week for new videos!  Just click 
here! 

 

Daily Prayer Check in password. 

The safest and most effective way to connect to a Zoom meeting is to 

manually enter the Meeting ID, in this case 914 158 897 - and then the 

password - 693668 

If you want to try just clicking on this link with the password embedded, 

it should also work: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/914158897?pwd=VkEwUG5rbEdwaFB3NGJ

yU3NhV2hGUT09 

And you can always call in 1 929 205 6099 US  

And enter the Meeting ID: 914 158 897      Password: 693668 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/360970974?pwd=OFU2aHJyWWgxdncyL3d5aFNjVnlDUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/360970974?pwd=OFU2aHJyWWgxdncyL3d5aFNjVnlDUT09
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfMh7me_idapqurz6RYJSDQ/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfMh7me_idapqurz6RYJSDQ/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/914158897?pwd=VkEwUG5rbEdwaFB3NGJyU3NhV2hGUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/914158897?pwd=VkEwUG5rbEdwaFB3NGJyU3NhV2hGUT09
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Our Church Life: This Coming Week 

November 29, 2020 

 

 Today, Nov.        29     9:30 a.m.  Worship Service on Zoom and  
      You Tube – Sarah Mills 
               

 Monday     30   10:00 a.m. Daily prayer/check-in time  
       on Zoom 

       Tuesday, Dec.   1   10:00 a.m. Daily prayer/check-in time  

      on Zoom 
 

       Wednesday           2  10:00 a.m. Daily prayer/check-in time  
      on Zoom 
     

       Thursday              3  10:00 a.m. Daily prayer/check-in time   
      on Zoom 
 
       Friday            4   10:00 a.m. Daily prayer/check-in time   
      on Zoom  
 

      Saturday            5  10:00 a.m. Daily prayer/check-in time   
      on Zoom 

       Sunday                6    9:30 a.m.  Worship Service on Zoom and  
     You Tube -  Rev. Kate Kozinski  
    
 

  
 

CHURCH STAFF and OFFICERS 

Rev. Maureen Ausbrook – Minister of Visitation 
Sarah Mills- Worship Leader and Sunday School Teacher 

Sally Melcher-McKeagney, R.N. - Faith Community Nurse 

David Dean – Organist/Pianist 
Nancy Flynn – Administrative Assistant 

Bill Lee – Diaconate Chair 
Carl Daiker – Treasurer        

Jackie Dalton – Assistant Treasurer 
Mike Seavey – Financial Secretary 

Mike Muir – Moderator      

Mary Lou Ogden – Clerk 
207-872-8976       

www.watervilleucc.org 
watervilleucc@gmail.com 

http://www.watervilleucc.org/

