
Sunday, December 15, 2019



Words of Greeting and Announcements
Seeking to walk in the Way of Jesus, we are an Open and Affirming 

Church faithfully using what we have and who we are to serve 
those on the margins of our community.  No matter who you are, 

or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.

On the tables by the windows, you will find:
   A Prayer Book - where you may write your prayers, which will 
be included in the Pastoral Prayer
   Bibles - large and regular print, as well as Hymnals 
   Sign up sheets for staffing the Essentials Closet, and for 
providing coffee hour  
   Hearing assist devices
   A coffee can where you may donate quarters for our Laundry 
Quarters mission.
   A box where you might donate children’s books for our 
Reading Changes Lives mission. 



Prelude - All You Need is Love Lennon/McCartney 
David Dean, piano/vocal

Love, love, love
Love, love, love
Love, love, love

There's nothing you can do that 
can't be done
Nothing you can sing that can't be 
sung
Nothing you can say, but you can 
learn how to play the game
It's easy

Nothing you can make that can't be 
made
No one you can save that can't be 
saved

Nothing you can do, but you can 
learn how to be you in time
It's easy

All you need is love
All you need is love
All you need is love, love
Love is all you need

There's nothing you can know that 
isn't known
Nothing you can see that isn't 
shown
There's nowhere you can be that 
isn't where you're meant to be
It's easy



Call to Worship, by Joanna Harader
Gail Morris, Lay Reader

Glory to God in the highest! 
And hope to every discouraged heart.
Glory to God in the highest! 
And peace to every conflicted soul.
Glory to God in the highest! 
And joy to every downcast spirit.
Glory to God in the highest! 
And love to everyone.
Let us sing praises to our God.
Let us offer this light against the darkness.



Opening Hymn  

O Come O Come Emmanuel 

New Century Hymnal #116



Prayer of Invocation (unison)
Joanna Harader, Spacious Faith

Holy God of Love, there is light in our lives
because of the abundance of your 
steadfast love.  A love so vast, so deep, so 
real, that you became one of us.  May we 
live within the power of this love.  And 
may we share its light with a world where 
too many dwell in darkness. Amen.



Song of Praise



Storytime



Lighting the Advent Candle of Love 

Jackie Kulik and Sally Melcher-McKeagney



Listen, by Bret Hesla 

Led by Mark Wilson



PRAYERS 
Pastoral Prayer 
Prayers from our Prayer Book 
Prayers of the People - Response: "This is our prayer." 
Silent Prayers 
Prayer of our Savior (say the one that is in your heart) 
A Traditional Version 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever. Amen.
A Contemporary Version 
Our Creator in heaven, holy is your name. Your kingdom come. Your will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. Do not lead us into 
temptation; but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
yours, now and forever. Amen.



OFFERING
Invitation to the Offering      
Offertory      “Bethlehem Calls: An Advent Reflection”

Brian Gibson
Presentation of Gifts 
Song of Praise: NCH 778 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise God, all creatures here below; 
   Praise God for all that love has done; 
   Creator, Christ, and Spirit: One. Amen. 
Prayer of Dedication 



Scripture Lesson - Ezra 1:1-4
1:1 In the first year of King Cyrus of Persia, in order that the word 
of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah might be accomplished, 
the Lord stirred up the spirit of King Cyrus of Persia so that he 
sent a herald throughout all his kingdom, and also in a written 
edict declared: 2 "Thus says King Cyrus of Persia: The Lord, the 
God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth, and 
he has charged me to build him a house at Jerusalem in Judah. 
3 Any of those among you who are of his people—may their God 
be with them!—are now permitted to go up to Jerusalem in 
Judah, and rebuild the house of the Lord, the God of Israel—he 
is the God who is in Jerusalem; 4 and let all survivors, in 
whatever place they reside, be assisted by the people of their 
place with silver and gold, with goods and with animals, besides 
freewill offerings for the house of God in Jerusalem."



Scripture Lesson - Ezra 3:1-4, 10-13
3:1 When the seventh month came, and the Israelites were in the towns, the 
people gathered together in Jerusalem. 2 Then Jeshua son of Jozadak, with his 
fellow priests, and Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel with his kin set out to build the 
altar of the God of Israel, to offer burnt offerings on it, as prescribed in the law of 
Moses the man of God. 3 They set up the altar on its foundation, because they 
were in dread of the neighboring peoples, and they offered burnt offerings upon 
it to the Lord, morning and evening. 4 And they kept the festival of booths, as 
prescribed, and offered the daily burnt offerings by number according to the 
ordinance, as required for each day.  10 When the builders laid the foundation of 
the temple of the Lord, the priests in their vestments were stationed to praise the 
Lord with trumpets, and the Levites, the sons of Asaph, with cymbals, according 
to the directions of King David of Israel; 11 and they sang responsively, praising 
and giving thanks to the Lord, "For he is good, for his steadfast love endures 
forever toward Israel." And all the people responded with a great shout when 
they praised the Lord, because the foundation of the house of the Lord was laid. 
12 But many of the priests and Levites and heads of families, old people who 
had seen the first house on its foundations, wept with a loud voice when they 
saw this house, though many shouted aloud for joy, 13 so that the people could 
not distinguish the sound of the joyful shout from the sound of the people's 
weeping, for the people shouted so loudly that the sound was heard far away.



Scripture Lesson - Luke 2:25-32
25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this 
man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of 
Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26It had been revealed to 
him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had 
seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into 
the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do 
for him what was customary under the law, 28Simeon took him in his 
arms and praised God, saying,  
29 ‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 
   according to your word;  
30 for my eyes have seen your salvation,  
31   which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,  
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
   and for glory to your people Israel.’





Closing Hymn

Now Bless the God of Israel 

New Century Hymnal #110



Benediction



Postlude

“l’ll Be Home for Christmas” 
  

Kim Gannon and Walter Kent


